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About the Course:
Chemistry is a college prep course that focuses on basic chemical concepts and incorporates investigations to build understanding of these concepts. During the semester, students will:
· develop abilities necessary to do and understand scientific inquiry.

· build an understanding of the structure and properties of matter.

· develop an understanding of regularities in chemistry.

· build an understanding of energy changes in chemistry.

· develop an understanding of chemical reactions.
Materials: 
· 3-Ring Binder (2”)
and Loose Leaf Paper
   
· Scientific Calculator
· Pens/Pencils

· Teacher Website: https://maccormackscience.weebly.com 
· Remind 101 – Text @macchemfv to (919)816-2674
· Textbook or Online Student Edition at http://chemistrymc.com
                   Student Access Code: C946C16EAE

· Online Flexbook: “WCPSS-Chemistry” Available via Teacher Website
Grading: 
· Scale for 9-Weeks Grade:

	Graded Items
	Percentage

	Tests
	50%

	Labs/Projects/Group Work
	30%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Homework
	00%


The items listed above are designed to assess student knowledge of course material after appropriate practice has been provided. Homework is a tool used to achieve mastery of course material. Although it is important to complete homework in order to perform well on the items listed above, homework is not used to calculate a student’s grade.

· Scale for Final Semester Grade:

	Graded Items
	Percentage

	Quarter 1
	40%

	Quarter 2
	40%

	Final Exam
	20%


· Progress Reports will be sent home every 3 weeks. Grades can be checked any time through HomeBase (PowerSchool). Contact Student Services for information about setting up a HomeBase account.
Conduct:
· Come to class on-time and prepared.

· Be respectful of yourself and others.

· Electronic devices must remain OFF and put away during class.

· No Food or Drink in class.

· Participate appropriately in all classroom activities.

· Follow all safety rules.
· Be responsible for your own work.
Quizzes and Tests:
· Quizzes will be given as we complete topics within a unit.

· 1 retake will be offered for each quiz with the condition that the student has completed 80% of the homework assigned for that quiz on time. There is no retake for students absent for the original quiz.
· Unit tests will be given at the end of each unit.

· Students may earn up to 10 points in extra credit on any 2 unit tests each quarter. Extra credit requires students to demonstrate 80% mastery on all lessons/tests in GradPoint modules that correspond to the material tested in the unit.

Make-Up Work / After-School Help:
· After-school help sessions are offered every Wednesday in Room 508 from 2:30 until 3:30.
· Students will make up quizzes and tests missed due to absence the day they return to class. All other make-up work must be completed and turned in within 1 week of the original due date. The grade remains zero otherwise.
· Flex time will be used for enrichment activities and tutoring. Because time is limited during flex time, make-up work needs to be scheduled for after school. 
Are You Ready for Chemistry?
The skills students need to be successful in Chemistry are based more in mathematics like Common Core Math I and II than in previous science courses like Earth Science or Biology. Each unit of study builds from the previous unit, so it is important for students to master skills as we go. Emphasis is placed on problem-solving and application of knowledge. As such, success in Chemistry requires consistent effort both in and out of the classroom.

A Word to the Wise about Homework & Attendance:
Chemistry is not a passive subject. Students must DO chemistry to understand and master the content much like athletes and musicians must practice to perfect their performances. As such, it is vital that students complete all classwork and homework assignments and take the initiative to practice on their own. Homework provides the independent practice that is essential to success in Chemistry.  Students should expect to have some type of homework almost every night. 
Homework WILL be checked and recorded on progress reports.

Good attendance and active participation in class discussion/activities is necessary for success in the class. Nothing can replace the experience gained by attending class. Poor attendance puts students at a disadvantage because they will have missed learning skills or information necessary for their success.
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Integrity Statement:





Students will work in groups for labs and other assignments during this course. They are expected to participate in groups activities and contribute their own independent thoughts and products. Using someone else’s work or ideas will be considered cheating and will not be tolerated. 





Examples of cheating include, but are not limited to: copying someone else’s work AND/OR allowing others to copy your work; plagiarizing (using someone else’s words as your own); and getting help during an independent assignment (quiz, test, etc.) from another student or from your notes, textbook or phone, etc.








